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ARSTRALT

In this =ra of trarsition from information age to knowledge socety, the libraries have
miich greater challenges to face. The whole insght of library has now changed from
collection of boodks to 2 single window Enowledge bank. This paper discusses the definition
and features of open source library management saftware, criteria of selection of best open
source library management software there, adventages snd limitations. The paper desoribes
in briel sbout the festure of NewGenlib epen source software B uselul for developing
digital library and institutional repositories.
EEYWORDE: Open Sounce Software, Advantages, NewGeanlib stc
INTRODUCTION

In the present era digitalired databases are being compiled in majority of the Fbrary
iervices, which are based on inlormation technology as well & resoumces avsilable in
eledronic formats. Bn order to manage 3l kinds or résources. and information, libraries
requine high guality integrated solvware, along with cutting edge retrisval tools. Mowever,
the high price of such software prevents most of the libraries Trom wing them. 50 as to deal
with this issue and for the bensefit of ressarch scholars and the user communities of
libraries, different NGO organizations and individuals have developed softwars, which are
distributed free of cost. Known as fresfopen source softwars, these are exterdively
avallable on the intermet and can download, installed and distributed.
DEFINATIONS

¥ Software:

Software measns computers instrudions or data anything that can be stored electronically

4 software, in contrast to starage devices and display devices which are called hardware.

¥ Dpen source software ;
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Open source software [O55) i3 computer soltware with S source oodié made available
with a lidense in which the mopyright holder provides the rights o study, change and
distribute the software o anyone snd for any purpode open sounce soffware may be
developed in & collsborative public manmer.

ADVANTAGES OF OPEN S0URLE SOFTWARE

Today open sounce software had become crtical for almost every organization. Almast
everything réeguires open sourde soffware, be it iBlecommunication Systems, accounting,
personal productivity applications, contact mansgement and operating systems amongit
athers. We have sxperienced and skilled software enginecrs who can proficiently build a
software syitem by using open source salbware. With our expertise in java development, we
can sko develop application blocks. We also e our system integration services 1o make
sure that the new application that we reate can be easily inbegrated with your existing
systems. Dutsourte apen source soltware déevelopment to 021 and benedit from high-guadity
services at o cost-effectee price.

Open source woftware can have B major impact on your entife srganization. There are
several advantages of wing open source software. The following are a list af the sdvantages
ol apiing for open source soltwars,

1. Lesser hardware costs
Since Linuo and open source solutions are =asily portable and compressed, it takes legisr
hardwane power to carry oul the weme tasks when compared to the hardware pawer it
txkes on serverd, such as, Solaris, Windows or worketations. With this less hardware power
advaniage, you can even wie cheaper or older hardware and still get the desired results.

2. High-guality software
Open spuros software s mostly high- guakity software. When you use the open souhos
software, the sooroe oode is availsble. Most open Lource softwore s well- dedgned. Open
source softeane can alio be efficiently used in coding. These reasons meke open sounce
software an ideal choice for orgsnizations.

3. Mo vendor bock-in
IT managers in organizations fape constant frustration when dealing with vendor lock-ins.,
keck of partability, expensie Boende fees and inability to cudlomite woftware are some al
the other dissdvantages. Using open source software gives you more freedom snd you can
ellectively address all these disadvantages.

d. Integrated management
By wiing open source software, you can benslil from integrated management. Dpen sounce
software wies technologies, such as, common information maoded (CEM) and web based
enberprise mansgement [WEEM). These high-end technalogies enable you to ntegrate and
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combing server, application, and sendice and workdation management. This integration
would result in efficient administration.

5. Simple LUcense managerment
When you use open Source soltware, you would no longer need o warry about licenses,
COpen source software enables you to install it several times and alio use i from any
location. ¥ ou will be free from monitoring, tracking or counting license complisnce.

B. Lower software costs
Using open source Softwars can help you minimize your expenses. You can save on licensing
fees and maintenance fess, The only expenses that you would encounter would be
expenditure for documentation, media and support.

7. Abundant support
Tou will get ample suppart when you use open source software. Open source support i
meastly fresly available and can be easily accessed through online communities. There are
also many software companies thal provide free online help and also varied levels of paid
supporl. Most orgardestion thal cresles open source voltware olutiong alio provides
meainbenance and supporl,

B. Scaling and consolidating
Linux and open source software can be sasily scaled. With varied aptions for dustering. load
balarcing and open source applications, such as email and database, you can enable your
arganization to either scale up and achieve higher growth or consolidate and achieve more
with less
OPEN SOURCE PROGRAMBMING LANGUAGES
Heta Bigwig
C O+
Eilfel
Jiava
Lia
Bomao
Per. PHP
Python
Srnalitak Squesk
OFEN S0URCE SOFTWARE FOR LIBRARIES
Evergreen
Eoha
MewGenlib
PME
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E-Prints
Fedora
Ihiblica
Litalime
D-5pace
Gresnstons
SELECTED OPEM S0OURCE SOFTWARE
Major softwarne's developed and available are described briefly along with spedial features
and uies of NewGenlib open souroe software.
MNewGenlib

NewGenlib (Mew Generation Library] = an inlegrated library management sysiem
developed by Versis Salutions PeL Ltd, Domain expertise & provided by Kedsavan Institute of
Infarmation and Knowledge Mansgement [KIIKK) in Hyderabad, India. NewGenlib vemsion
1.0 was peleased in March 2005, On 9@ lanuary 2008, MewGenlib was dedared open Soufos
software under GHU General Public Lcense [GPL] Licerse by Verius Solutions. Currently
MewGenlih 303 U2 i the |stest version running. Presently about 2500 libraries and
infof mation cenbers are ising MewGenlib soroas the world.
FEATURES
-Functional modules anée completely web based. Diss Java Web Start Technology -
Compatibility — Complies with international metadata and interoperability

standards: MARC-21, MARC-MML 3950, SEUAY, CA-PRME - Scalable,
manageable and efficient - 0% indepandent
—Windows and Linux flavors available - Unicode 4.0 complaint

Eagily extensible to support other anguages
- kata entry, storage, refrieval in any | Unicode 3.0 ) language -
Netwarking — Hierarchical and distributed networks -

Automated emailfinstant messaging integrated into different functiors af the
soltware
- Froem letters are configurable and use XML — based Open Office termpliates
- Supports madti — users and multiple security levels %
Al digital attachments to metadata
CONCLUSION
Libraries with small budgets slways consider sutomation of housekeeping operations as
& financial burden due to the high cost of commardial software. However, devalapment of
Open Source Softaare s an efective way to sutomate library operations withaut
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undertaking substantial financial irvestment. Libraries are takding up Open Source Software
is @n eflective way (0 automale library operations without undertaking substantial linamcial
investrment. Librafies are taking up Open Source software as 4 way o reduce the oosts of
expensve commercial products and as available aliernative to the often Bopensie
proprietary library aulomation systems. The benefits of Open source Software can
potentizlly reduce costs; give sers more control and increase software periormance.
Librarians need to understand open source license for promotion the use ol Open Sounce
Software. This is the only way to face the challenges poted by commenciad software in he
rmarket. it will alio incresde the autonoimy and conftral of the professional over software
solutions. |n conclusicn, the advent of open source library software 2 whered in &
revalution in the field of library and information ressurces managament, and has bestarme
populsr choice for most library and infermation professionals because of their numerous
bBenefite and uieful Eatumsas,
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